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The Old Saybrook Board of Education met virtually in a Special Session on Tuesday, February 8, 2022.

Board Members Others
Tara Barros Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Karina Julius Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Steve Beeler Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services
George Chang Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
Trevor Nichols Sheila Riffle, OSHS Principal
Eileen Baker Joseph Anastasio, OSHS Associate Principal
Karen Brodeur Krista Bauchman, OSMS Principal
James Henderson Heston Sutman, OSGS Principal
Alan Hyla

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Vice-Chairman Hyla called the meeting to order at 7:43PM.

II. CONSENT AGENDA

Nichols/Julius

“Move to approve the consent agenda, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

III. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Safe School Climate Presentations

At their regular meeting on February 8, 2022, the building administrators gave their
annual presentation regarding school climate and how building goals related to
climate tie into the District’s strategic plan. Building Principals Riffle, Bauchman, and
Sutman, in addition to teachers and counselors from each school, shared survey data
from parents, students, and staff and detailed how the results have led to the
development of building-level goals and the school climate plans.

All school climate plans will be posted to the district website.

The Board asked questions related to the following topics:

● The questions presented as part of the safe school climate survey, especially
regarding the topics presented to kids at the Kathleen E. Goodwin School

● How our climate survey results compare to other districts in the area



● The role of outside organizations, such as Youth and Family Services, on our
schools’ climate

● The timing of the implementation of the survey at the beginning of the year as
opposed to the spring.

● Year over year comparative data showing possible trends at all three schools

Creative World Language Course

Superintendent Perruccio and Old Saybrook High School teacher Manon Zumbaum
presented the possibility of offering a hybrid German language class for the second
half of this academic year outside of the school day. The High School has gauged
interest and availability among students with eighteen students expressing interest.
Madame Zumbaum has developed a schedule for the prospective students that would
feature a hybrid of in-person class and virtual learning.

The Board asked questions related to the following topics:

● How this course would be counted as part of the District’s graduation
requirements

● Any potential union issues for adding this course
● Scheduling for the teacher and students

Hyla/Baker

“Move to approve the proposed hybrid German Language pilot course, as
presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Assessment Presentation

As the District has ventured into a new five-year strategic plan, we have begun to
reexamine the way we measure progress toward our goals. We have maintained a
focus on our long-term Mission:

The mission of the Old Saybrook Public Schools is to educate and prepare students to
achieve their highest aspirations, care for others and the environment, and contribute
to a global society by working in partnership with families and the community, and by
engaging each learner in a rigorous, personalized, and meaningful educational
program.

At their meeting on February 8, 2022, Director Goss gave an assessment presentation
that included the SAT, Smarter Balanced Assessment, and Next Generation Science
Assessment scores from 2021 and took a deeper look at how our students are working
towards the District’s Vision of a Learner.



Learners in Old Saybrook Public Schools will excel in and outside of the classroom,
engage fully in the school and the larger community, and achieve their highest
aspirations.

Director Goss also presented on graduation rates, measures of social-emotional
well-being, and “street view” data from classrooms. This multi-tiered appraisal
provided a fuller picture of student success in Old Saybrook Public Schools.

The Board asked questions related to the following topics:

● How units are developed and integrated at each grade level

OSGS Residency Request

Board of Education Policy “Series 9000 Board Member Roles” states that the Board
shall consider any specific recommendations made by the Superintendent of Schools.
Additionally, our practice has been to allow the Board of Education to decide student
residency issues. It has been our procedure in the past to allow students who have
moved from the district during the latter part of the school year to remain enrolled in
order for them to complete their academic year with their classmates. There is a
family with a son at Kathleen E. Goodwin School who is requesting that the Board
allow him to remain enrolled at Kathleen E. Goodwin School through the remainder
of the 2021-2022 academic year despite their residency departure from the town.

The Superintendent recommended that the Board allow this student to remain in the
school system for the remainder of the 2021-2022 academic year. This
recommendation was also endorsed by the principal of Kathleen E. Goodwin School.
The recommendation is contingent on the student maintaining himself in good
standing. Failure to do so could result in the rescinding of permission to attend school
in Old Saybrook. The family of the student must also provide their own transportation
to and from school.

Baker/Brodeur

“Move to approve the residency request, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

IV. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

National School Counselor Proclamation

Secretary Brodeur read the 2022 School Counselor Appreciation Proclamation into
the minutes.



Chairman Barros and the other members of the Board of Education thanked the
district’s school counselors on behalf of the Board of Education and the
Administration.

Audience of Citizens

No citizens addressed the Board of Education.

Reports from the Student Board of Education Representatives

The Board Representatives provided the following written report:

Clubs:
● The Senior Class is hosting a Valentine’s Day Flower Fundraiser. Orders

will be taken this week and flowers will be handed out on Valentine’s Day.

Academic:

● There was a half-day on Friday, February 4th.
● There was a zoom informational session about programs offered at Porter and

Chester on February 1st and 2nd.

Extracurricular:
● The cast and crew of Sister Act are working diligently for their show in late

March.

Rams Sports Report
● Boys Basketball:

○ The boys’ record is currently 8-4.
● Girls Basketball:

○ The girls’ record is 3-8
● Track and Field

○ The Shoreline Championship Meet was on Saturday, February 5. The
Girls Team won the meet and the Boys finished 3rd overall

Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented to the Board of Education:

● Parent Mask Concern
● CABE Communication Award

V. REMINDERS
● OSHS - PTO Meeting - February 9 - 7:00PM



● District - Equity Coalition Meeting - February 10 - 3:45PM
● District - Winter Break - February 21-23
● District - Board of Education Meeting - Wednesday, February 23 - 7:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Canceled or Conducted Remotely

VI. ADJOURNMENT

Beeler/Nichols

“Move to adjourn at 10:18PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (9-0-0)

Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education

Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting


